ENC 1101

English Composition 1

Fall 2012 Syllabus

Instructor: David Ettinger

dettinger@mail.valenciacollege.edu

Class time & room: F, 6-8:45 p.m., RM 1-149
COURSE OBJECTIVES

ENC 1101 is designed to introduce students to essay writing. The emphasis is on clarity, logical organization of ideas, and grammatical accuracy. 

BOOKS AND MATERIALS

• Santi V. Buscemi and Charlotte Smith. 75 Readings Plus. 9th edition. 

• The Little Seagull Handbook by Richard Bullock and Francine Weinberg.

• A notebook, blue or black ballpoint pens. No pencils allowed, or pens with ink any color but blue or black.
COURSE WORK

For this course, students are required to write essays outside and during class.

ALL ESSAYS MUST BE TURNED IN DURING CLASS. THEY WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED OUTSIDE OF CLASS OR ELECTRONICALLY UNLESS AGREED UPON.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE

The decision to take this course is yours. Once you make this commitment, you have responsibilities to follow. 

TARDINESS: EVERY CLASS WILL BEGIN AT PRECISELY 6 p.m. Being late—arriving after the appointed time for class, even one minute late—will be considered a half-absence and will contribute to the total number of absences for the class.

Students are expected to arrive prepared and on time, and to participate in classwork and discussions. They are expected to bring their 75 Readings book, as well as writing materials, to every class. 

LEAVING EARLY: Leaving class early without first discussing it with instructor will count as a half or full absence. Bathroom breaks during class are not permitted unless absolutely necessary—and only with permission of instructor; take care of bathroom visits before class. Also, leaving class for any reason without permission will be marked as a half or full absence.
EATING, DRINKING: Eating is not allowed in class, though you may bring beverages to class as an aid in keeping you awake and alert.

ELECTRONICS: ALL CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONICS—iPODS AND LAPTOPS INCLUDED—ARE TO BE TURNED OFF AND OUT OF SIGHT! ANY EARPIECES (such as Bluetooth) SHOULD BE REMOVED. VIOLATION OF THIS RULE WILL RESULT IN A COMPLETE ABSENCE. There will be certain classes where electronics ARE permitted, but only by permission of the instructor.
IF YOU ARE CAUGHT “SNEAKING A PEEK” AT YOUR CELL PHONE DURING CLASS, YOU WILL GIVEN A FULL ABSENCE AND ASKED TO LEAVE.
DISMISSAL FROM CLASS: Any behavior that disrupts the learning of the class—outbursts against other students or instructor, talking on phone, etc.—will result in a student’s IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL FROM THE COURSE.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is required. You will be allowed up to two absences. Three absences are grounds for withdrawal from the course, unless discussed with instructor.

Absence from class is not an excuse for incompletion of the homework assignments or essays. If absent, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor by e-mail about missed work before the next class meeting.

There are no “passes” for attendance and essay assignments. For instance, if a family emergency arises, please discuss with instructor. Please be aware, however, that even in such unfortunate circumstances, all assignments MUST be completed. Sometimes, if personal circumstances warrant it, withdrawal is a viable option.

NO FOUL LANGUAGE IS TO BE SPOKEN IN CLASS OR USED IN ESSAYS.

WITHDRAWAL POLICY

Students may withdraw themselves for a “W” until the November 2 withdrawal deadline (by which time five essays would have been completed). After the withdrawal deadline, students can no longer withdraw themselves. Faculty can withdraw students with a “W” after the deadline only for excessive absences. In this class, any students who are withdrawn for excessive absences after the withdrawal deadline will receive a “W.”

WRITING REQUIREMENTS

You will be writing eight essays this semester. The due dates are:

• Essay #1: September 7
• Essay # 2: September 21
• Essay #3: October 5
• Essay #4: October 19
• Essay #5: November 2
• Essay #6: November 16
• Essay # 7: November 30
• Essay #8 (final essay): December 14
No foul language will be permitted in your writing.

GRADING

All essays: 70%

Preparedness, participation, conduct, attendance (lateness included): 30%

ACADEMIC HONESTY

PLAGIARISM is claiming as your own paper one that in either part or whole was written by someone else. Incomplete paraphrasing, as well, constitutes plagiarism, regardless of intent. Lack of source attribution will also be considered plagiarism. Any essay that contains a plagiarized passage—PARTICULARLY FROM THE INTERNET—no matter how small, will be failed.

STUDENTS CAUGHT PLAGIARIZING ENTIRE ESSAYS WILL BE IMMEDIATELY WITHDRAWN FROM CLASS OR FAILED.

LATE WORK

No papers or other assignments will be accepted late without prior approval from the instructor. LATE WORK WILL BE REDUCED BY ONE LETTER GRADE, PROVIDED IT IS E-MAILED TO ME BY 7 P.M. SUNDAY (48 hours later). ALL WORK MUST BE E-MAILED AS A WORD DOCUMENT. If this deadline is missed, the essay, no matter how good it is, will receive an F, but still must be completed and handed in. EVERY STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR EIGHT ESSAYS BY THE END OF THE SEMESTER.
NO PREVIOUSLY UNDISCUSSED EXCUSES WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR LATE WORK, ESPECIALLY THE “MY PRINTER DIDN’T WORK” EXCUSE OR “MY LAPTOP DIED” EXCUSE. Regarding the first excuse, make sure to test your printer the day before an essay is due by printing something out. If your printer does not work, then make alternate plans, such as printing out your essay on campus or having a friend do it for you. Regarding the second excuse, back up all of your drafts to a thumb drive (also known as a flash drive). This way, even if your laptop is stolen, you still have a copy of your work.

ESSAY FORMAT

• All assignments must be on simple, white, 8-1/2 by 11-inch paper. No colors, designs, or out-of-the-ordinary textures will be accepted.

• Use only 12-point type and “conservative” font such as Times New Roman, Times, or Arial.  

• A blue or black ballpoint pen must be used for all in-class work.

• Only use one side of a page; do NOT print or write on the back.

• ALL PRINTED MATERIAL MUST BE DOUBLE-SPACED.
• Maintain a one-inch margin on both the left and right sides of the page, as well as the top and bottom.

• Essays must be typed and double-spaced. ALL PAPERS MUST BE STAPLED. 

• All essays must include in the top right-hand corner this heading, single-spaced:

Your Name

Mr. Ettinger

ENC 1101

Date essay is due
• Once again, all essays must be turned in on due date, or they will be subject to automatic loss of grade no matter how good they are.

For Your Well-Being

Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience. To this purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work. BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.

